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Introductory Remarks
I am about to start a new series that is key to sonship. Please indulge me as I give you the context to this new series. It might sound like a history class, but I think it is necessary. I am the conviction that God operates within certain designated spiritual times and seasons. Scripture refers to these times as the ‘kairos’ in God. The Greek word, ‘kairos’ means divinely appointed season through which God advances His plans on the earth. It is sometimes known as God-time or God opportunities in time. This word is found some 86 times in the NT.

Romans 5:6-8, ‘You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.’ [NIV]

Galatians 6:7-10, ‘Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. 8 For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life. 9 And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart. 10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household of faith.’ [NKJV]

Heaven follows a calendar unlike ours on the earth. Our earthly time is known by the Greek word, ‘chronos,’ which refers to the minute, day, month and year. Today is 5 July 2026 – a time that is governed by the revolutions of the earth around the sun. We also have 4 seasons per year which is controlled by the rotations of the moon around the earth. Each season is characterised by certain weather, temperature, plant & animal life. As a farmer, you need to understand these patterns and work with them. You cannot plant strawberries outdoors in cold winters. The point is that we must take advantage of the different seasons afforded us.

The word ‘kairos’ comes to from the word ‘kara’ which means ‘head.’ The ‘kairos’ of God happens when all relevant factors come to a head. It is sometimes referred to as the ‘fullness of time’ - when all things fall into its right place. We, therefore, say that the kairos of God happens in a consummate/confluent moment when all factors are aligned in its rightful place. Hence, it is very import to discern in the spirit the kairos or seasons in God. During the very difficult time in the nation’s history when power was shifted from the dynasty of Saul to that of David, the sons of Issachar stood out. 

1 Chronicles 12:32, ‘From Issachar’s descendants there were 200 leaders who understood the times and knew what Israel should do. Their relatives were under their command.’ [GW]. Understanding the times and seasons of God informs our decisions and actions. They attached themselves to David who would later become king. When we do not comply with the seasons of God, we do not have the Presence and Power of God available to us. Therefore, Saul goes to the witch of Endor – a diviner/spiritist – to understand the mind of God.
Luke 19:41-44, ‘Now when Jesus approached & saw the city, he wept over it, 42 saying, “If you had only known on this day, even you, the things that make for peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes. 43For the days will come upon you when your enemies build an embankment against you & surround you & close in on you from every side. 44They will demolish you—you & your children within your walls—and they will not leave within you one stone on top of another, because you did not recognize the time of your visitation from God’ [NET].

In each season of God there is a special emphasis, purpose and design. God usually wants to draw our attention to a matter that needs renewal or reformation. We as the church drift away from the divine ways and plans of God. For example, when the church became very professional, bureaucratic, commercial and hierarchical during the Middle Ages – only clergy could read the bible and do ministry – God invoked a season of the Great Protestant Reformation. In that time God would raise certain voices like that of Martin Luther, John Calvin, Zwingli and the like. The bible was translated into English for all to read and fresh revelation came to the Church – salvation by grace alone and the priesthood of all believers.

Recent Seasons/Shifts in God

Over the last two centuries from the 1900s we have witnessed several significant shifts or seasons in God which we must not be oblivious to, or ignorant of. People of God perish because of the lack of knowledge. We must understand the times of God and what we do as the church.

1. The Pentecostal Season

In the late 1800s the church was spiritually bankrupt with regard to the movement and manifestation of the Holy Spirit. It became a church that knew the doctrine and teachings of the word but lacked in spiritual power and anointing like the early church. There was a groan – fastings and prayer – that ascended to the throne. God responded! In 1906, the Azuza Street Revivals – ushered in another Pentecost as in Acts 2 and people began to speak unknown tongues again. 

Powerful denominations like the Assemblies of God and the Full Gospel Church of God were born and the movement spread rapidly into the entire world including Africa. Missionaries from USA brought that Pentecostal Message to Africa like Paul and Helen Haag. Many of us become Christians through the ministry of Pentecostal Evangelists like Michael Henry & Derek Fynn. In these tent meetings, people were healed, demons were exorcised and a deep conviction of sin came upon people. They repented and become followers of Christ. 

Can we ever deny this was a legitimate move of God? People wanted to experience God and Heaven was huge!
2. The Charismatic Season

By the 1960s there was another shift within Christianity known as the charismatic movement.? A large portion of the Church believed that the gifts of the Spirit with the accompanying signs, wonders and miracles were only for the apostles and the early church. In our trade it is known as cessationism. ‘Charismata’ in the Greek means ‘gifts of grace,’ and several voices like Benny Hinn hosted massive healing crusades around the world.

Unfortunately, the word of faith movement through people like Kenneth Copeland, Creflo Dollar and others introduced the ‘prosperity gospel.’ Simply stated, it focused on material blessings through speaking the word. The Church came into property and huge finances, and church leaders became extremely rich and lost their way. However, there were those like Billy Graham and later his son, Franklin who used the resources to conduct massive relief and upliftment programmes around the world through the Samaritan’s Purse. Annual budget of 1.8 billion dollars – 30 billion rand. Sadly, this charismatic church is the fastest growing church in the world, but it is corrupted with material prosperity for personal gain. Now, holy water, oil, prayer shawls, ice cubes sold…

3. The Apostolic Season

By the 1990s leaders from different parts of the world underwent a churning in their spirit – a divine discontent. Many, like me, felt there was more to God and his plans for the earth than the typical message of being saved and going to heaven. The prosperity movement brought the church into disrepute that many of us were too embarrassed to be associated with such a church. We did not understand God enough to represent him well. By 2003, I resigned as a leader of the denomination – with a very prominent position and influence not just in South Africa but in other parts of the world. At that point in time, it seemed to many as a foolish decision but there was a deep conviction in my heart that something shifted in the Spirit.

This is when God raised up some legitimate voices all over the earth – including Noel Woodroffe, Jonathan David, Robert Munien and the later, Thamo Naidoo, SY Govender and Joseph Mattera. The emphasis of this season is the return of the Church to the original intent of the Father. For example, when God created Man, He intended that Adam be a son who would represent Him and steward His purposes on the earth. For this understanding to become a reality, God unveiled His word through revelation. Scales fell off our eyes, and the eyes of our understanding were open. The Word in Greek is Logos. From Logos we get ‘Lego’ which means to place alongside. Like when I speak – I place words alongside each other, and it produces meaning. When lego blocks are assembled it becomes an object. When we see it, it becomes ours in the Spirit.

Our eyes have since been open to a priceless commodity called Grace. You will hear of Grace as divine essence (real estate/substance of God) and divine energy; the currency of the Kingdom (glorious riches); stewards of grace; the unforced rhythms of grace (replaces wheeling & dealing/sweat/works); a mantle tailor-made/fitted for purpose. Next week, I will share as a starting point that Grace is a Person! Ultimately, Christ wants His house to be Grace-sufficient and not Grace-deficient! 
